
Preston Library News 

There’s a lot of great new stuff 
going on with collections. Re-
member, if there’s something 
you feel we should add to the 
collections, you can contact 
Susan LeMert (acquisitions), 
Janet Holly, or Accacia Mullen 
(reference librarians). 

VHS collection 

Do you still have a VCR at 
home? We understand that it’s 
hard to get a VCR in a class-
room, and since VHS tapes are 
a mostly obsolete format, we 
have decided to withdraw the 
VHS collection. Many of the 
titles had not been checked out 
since 2003, and those have 
been removed. Library staff 
from several departments have 
worked together to determine 
which titles (of the tapes that 
had been checked out since 
2003) should be replaced by 
DVDs. Talk to Janet or Acca-
cia if there’s something you use 
in class that we should own on 
DVD.  

JStor books 

We now have access to a col-

lection of books provided by 

JStor. The books are mostly 

from university press publish-

ers and are good scholarly con-

tent. They are accessed from 

the library catalog as well as 

JStor.org. The entire JStor 

books catalog includes more 

than 35,000 titles. After a cer-

tain number of downloads, we 

will be prompted to purchase 

the title. Speak to a librarian if 

you have questions. 

JStor - new journals added 

We continue to augment our 

JStor offerings with two more 

Arts & Sciences collections. 

For those of you not familiar 

with this resource, it’s an excel-

lent group of digitized journals, 

covering many disciplines. 

JStor is all full-text, making it a 

preferred database for cadets 

and faculty. It’s divided into 

collections, and while we still 

don’t have all of the JStor col-

lections yet, we do have Arts & 

Sciences I–IX, XI, XII, XIV as 

well as Life Sciences. 

Springer STEM journals 

Just added beginning this se-

mester is a large (2000) collec-

tion of journals from the pub-

lisher Springer. Most of these 

journals are in STEM fields 

See Collections, p. 2 

 

 

library Collections news 

You may see some small changes around the building. 

The Turman Room flooring was just replaced this 

week. Also, our back stairs have been replaced, 

providing safe entry and exit for anyone using them. 

The Faculty Lounge is no longer on our 200 level, and 

it’s been replaced by offices for some ERHS faculty 

members. And, for those who use the library late at 

night, your ID card is going to be necessary to access 

the building after 2300. Stay tuned for more infor-

mation about this change. 
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About the building 

Turman Room with new floor 

Important phone numbers: 

Archives—7516 

Circulation desk—7129 

Interlibrary loan—7570 

Main number—7228 

Media services—7567 

Reference desk—7571 

Room reservations—7228 
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research components). Courses 
of every level benefit from 
some library instruction.  

We use LibGuides to aid in 
instruction—let us know if you 
are interested in one of these 
guides for your class.  

LibGuides example at right 

COL Janet Holly and MAJ Accacia 
Mullen, reference librarians, are 
ready to help, and not just for an-
swering reference questions. We 
would be glad to work with your 
classes, and can provide orienta-
tions to library resources (print and 
electronic) and tours (good for in-
troductory level courses), research 
instruction (good for courses with 

From the Reference Desk 

databases. 

Check out the full database list, 
including new and trial re-
sources, at 
http://libguides.vmi.edu/az.ph
p. 

 

Screenshot of Statista at right 

Collections, cont. 

Database changes and addi-

tions 

We’ve added Statista, a data-

base that provides and displays 

statistics from over 18,000 

sources. Definitely of interest 

to EC/BU departments, we 

expect that there is something 

here for every field.  

EconLit and Sociological Ab-
stracts, formerly provided by 
ProQuest, will now be provid-
ed by EbscoHost. This is due 
to contract changes made by 
VIVA, our consortium that 
provides access to many library 
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Archives update 

VMI Archives has a new online digital catalog. 

The catalog, as well as the digital collections site, 

can be found on the Archives home page. 

www.vmi.edu/archives 

ILL update 

Interlibrary loan is getting a software update., and one of 

the new features is mobile support, making it even easier 

to use. Please keep those ILL requests coming! 

http://libguides.vmi.edu/
http://libguides.vmi.edu/az.php
http://libguides.vmi.edu/az.php
http://www.vmi.edu/archives


Friends of Preston Library always welcome book donations. 

Anything not added to the Library’s collections will be sold, 

with proceeds going back into acquisitions.  

This summer, FPL received several nice donations with lots 

of books put into circulation, and a great variety for the used 

book sale. Stop in the library lobby to check them out. There 

really is something for everyone. 

have been updated and configured 
to require login by VMI username 
and password. Previously, public 
workstations provided clunky ac-
cess to drives and applications, and 
we think the new configuration 
will provide a much better (and 
faster) user experience. Don’t wor-
ry—if you come to the library and 
want to quickly look something up 
or check your email, four stations 
remain configured to allow anyone 
to access the internet via IE 11. 

 

Friends of Preston Library 
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Computing in the library 

Library staff has been working with 

IT to provide smooth access to 

wireless networks. Within the li-

brary, your device may find multiple 

networks. We recommend you select 

the VMI-Secure network, because it 

will allow you authenticated access 

to library resources and make it pos-

sible to map M and T drives. 

Wireless printing is available at all of 
the library’s public printers. Addi-
tionally, at most of the public work-
stations, the Wyse units (thin clients) 

http://www.vmi.edu/content.aspx?id=10737419248

