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Tonight’s Program

e Introduction to Advisory Committee



Advisory Committee

Established June 2013

Advises the Superintendent of VMI with respect
to establishment and implementation of
guidelines for trail design, construction, use,
maintenance and promotion

Provides a balanced approach between and
among various trail users' and private land
owners’ interests

Forum for continued community input in the safe
and sustainable use of the trail’s natural and
cultural resources



Advisory Committee

Groups Represented:
e Virginia Military Institute (VMI)

Rockbridge Area Conservation Council (RACC)
Rockbridge County

City of Lexington

City of Buena Vista

Private land owner



Tonight’s Program

* Trail Background



Brief History

Pre-1850’s to 1870’s canal system
1880’s to 1960’s C&O Railroad
1978 deeded to Nature Conservancy

1979 deeded to VMI Foundation, became rail trail

2009 deeded to VMI

— “shall forever be used solely for recreational,
educational, and aesthetic purposes”

— “shall forever be kept and maintained entirely in its
natural state”



Acquisition Activities

e Trail clean up
e Environmental Site Assessment

e Recreational Trails Program grant
— Approved for funding

— Funding to be released upon successful
environmental screening



Trail Maintenance

e VMI, with the VMI Foundation, maintains a
small endowment for maintenance:

— Annual routine maintenance
— Storm recovery

— Summer mowing contract



Trail Use Guidelines

== 1he trail passes through and along

-
- @

private property. Please respect the
rights of the property owners by
remaining on the trail at all times.

Trail is open dawn to dusk

Pets must remain on a leash at all
times

Clean up after your pets
Do not litter
No Firearms
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Tonight’s Program

* Near Term Projects



Near Term Improvements

mprove mile markers
mprove/new signs at trail heads
Replace gates

Develop official parking areas (2)



Design Concepts

e Mile markers

Images: Clark Nexsen



Design Concepts

* Trailhead signs

Images: Clark Nexsen



Design Concepts

* Interpretive signs
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Design Concepts

e Gates (at edges of pasture)

Images: Clark Nexsen



Images: Clark Nexsen



Design Concepts

* Bollards (to impede motor vehicles)

Left Image: Clark Nexsen



Design Concepts

e Official parking areas




Design Concepts

o Official parking areas

Images: Clark Nexsen



Tonight’s Program

e Future Initiatives



Future Initiatives

Demolish storage shed
Replace West Pedestrian Bridge
Replace South River Bridge

Finish connection to Buena Vista
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West Pedestrian Bridge
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Tonight’s Program

e Keeping in Touch



Calendaring

e Walks: provide heads-up as a courtesy

e Large events: contact us to deconflict with
marches

— Portable toilets may be required



Communication

 Funnel ideas and questions through
representative group

— Check list for accuracy of contact information

e Web site form
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