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utcome if the law is not vindi-
this time. ‘

dﬁijo_ses Postponement.

1t is said that the officers ought to
take a stand and create sentiment for
'these condemned men. Personally, I
i am not governed by public sentiment, |
'and if public sentiment were de-
manding that these men be free I
would be found asking that the law
be carried out, and as an officer who!
‘has honestly tried to discharge his |
duty as required Ly law, I make this!
appeal to you. I also appeal to you |
on behalf of the citizens of Phillips
who have suffered long and patient-
ly from the insults of such men as
Mr. Kerlin, who have tried to mould
bublic sentiment without stating the
fa(itsha's they existed.

ave remained silent in the fa

of whatehas been said about thégg
<cases, hoping that some one. would
ma,kp an investigation with an éend
in view of ascertaining the facts and

w:1th a motive prompted by that de-
x [ Sire, and not by money, and when
o siuch an investigation is made it will
i | joe determined that what I have said
wy | 18 true.

.t You state that you will treat this
dtreport confidentially, and in this con-
n (Dection I may say that you may do |
& ;fso, if you so desire, or you miay givei
h (it such publicity as you may desire.
- | This matter is immaterial with me.
1t | . If you care to call on me again, I
% shall be glad to respond with & frank
.q (8tatement. I do not have the record
e1in each case at hand, but you have
'« access to the court records and a

; careful reading of the record will dis-
l&iclose that what I have said is true.
6| I, therefore, hope that you may al-
o low the law to be carried out and
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re;_justice done in theseé cases.
i / Very respectfully,
- JOHN E. MILLER,

2 |
ot Prosecuting Attorney.
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{t_‘pf the Virginia Military
d. |in dismissing Colonel Robert

e

f Kerlin's
~ Arkansas Lette

: (Special to The News.)
Lexington, Aug 24.—Following
is _a  copy of the open letter
written to Governor MacRae,
Arkansas, ' in reference to the

1

i

€ex-

publication of which

Institute
T, Ker-

és |lin from the faculty: i

{:# Lexington, Virginia.
Bethaon May, 28,1921,
n-iHiS ]u‘:v:ceilency, Governor Thomas C.
ry McRae, 4

a-  Little Rock, Arkansas,

ly | Dear Sir: Not in the history of our
1d ‘Republic has a more tremendous re-
he sponsibility before God and the civ-
nd tized . world  devolved upon the
1d shoulders of the chief executive of
ey any st;xte than has deveolved upon
Id [vours in fe the Negroes of Phillipa
m  county, condemned for murder to
in death in the eleetric chair and so
es gentenced- by the coucts of your state!
b § 4 (

1d Iden the sentence of death has been
3 i'sa.r},c:tioned by you, and you have ap-
is ' pointed the day of their execution.
o ];t is a: deed to be contemplated
i- with extreme horror. In the execu-
nea‘iIOH_QfLEhD:’SE‘; men a race 1s suffering
2d jerucifixion. I entreat you to'take the
n-imatter into your private chamber and
ht igive it an hour’'s earnest considera-
as (tion, &8s before the Iiternal Judgd.
ne | Have those men been dealt with ac-
to 'eording to justice, according to the
n, brincivies of civilized and humane

u- Zovernmenis?

he . An article of Magna Ch
be torical foundation of our
o- liberties;, declares that ,
“x_:m freeman shall be taken. or im-~

arta, the his-
rights and

L hehalf, ‘‘and the dassistance of counsel

“tant interest, to treble and 'quadruple

4o crime was there
'that was a peaceable union, founded

ithey were threatened and molested

{they should provide themselves with

| |
of § weapons
' meetings seems condemtia

ecution of negro participants in the |consider the provocatiorn.
Elaine insurrection, the writing and |they’

: A was the basis(law?
of the action by the Board of \isitors |guided and reprehensible to the poind

1 the case of six of those condemned |

we deny, or delay right qr justice.” -

Article VIL of our own “Bill of
‘Rights,” wvlaced by the founders of
the Republic themselves in the fed-
‘eral constitution, assures to every ac-
cused person ‘trial by an impartial
jury,” the right of witnesses in  his

for his defemse.’ Another article of
the same forbids “cruel and unusual
punishments.”

Was the Trial Fair?

Can it be maintained that these men
‘have Deeh tried and sentenced accord-
.ing to the principles of these charters |
of our free government? I entreat|
'your excellency to review the entire |
case with theé utmost candor and ab-|
#olute courage. o

‘Consider, first, the iniquities of the
peonage systern, which, as tenants and
share-croppers, these men were ac-
.cused of conspiring to end., Those
iniquities are partly K known to the
world, and are indisputable. 'Exorbi-

the lawiful rate, for money advanced:
olitrageous prices for supplies at the
plantation commissary or store; arbi-
trary division and sale of the crops by
fhe landlords; no statenmient of ac-
counts, no settlement-—is this not
peonage? and was not this system
prevalent in Phillips county? More
than this: when the individual ten-
‘ant, erown restive under such - op-
pression, dared ask his landlord for
4 sgettlement or raise any question
about his landlord’s dealings with
‘him, was he net treafed as an “in-
| solent and bad nigger,” and beaten,
driven out, or terrorized into silence?
Phe . inevitable recourse of fenants
40 enslaved and abused, if any re-
| course whatsoever should occur to
| thefn, was such banding together as
they effected in the Progressive Ifar-
|mers’ and Houséholders’ Union. And
i -that. For

for legitimate purposes.
| © Ag for their instigdting or beginning
‘5 riot, the evidénce adduced in the
g6 as tried beforeé the supreme court
of Arkansas abundantly and conclus-
[ively disproves that. It was not until
' that they armmed themselvés. That
and carry these to their;
téry. Bt
And were
assured of thé protection of the
Not even in their church. Mis-

of madness may have been their ac-
tion in arming themsélves, but it was
not criminal.
¢ Nor did they use those arms but in
gself-defensel It was not until that
church -at Hoop Spur, filled with men,
women and children, at night in law-
' ful meeting, wag fusilladed that any
‘fnegr_o fired 4 shot. Then in the
'days of the ¢riot” following, were the
[Negroes of Phillips county not indis-
feriminately hunted, harried, and shot
‘down, like beasts of the jungle? Fifty
‘or 60 negroes, four or five white men
—that was the ratio of killed. Was
this a riot of the blacks or of the
whites? o
Subjected to Cruelties

Consider, next, the c¢ruelties to
whieh the hundreds of megroes, meén
' 4nd women, were suibjectéd who were
herded irnto stockades or crowded into
| loek-ups. The time will yet come
| whén the world with full knowledge
: of this will be revolted by such Con-
go barbarity.
., Then came the travesiy of a trial in
‘the circuit court at Helena. Ninety-
‘two men, without legal counsel, with-
out witnesses, without knowledge of
‘court procedure and their rights,
‘some of whom were whipped, tor-|
tured in electric chairs, and terrorvizéd
into pleading guilty to murder in the
jsécond degree; were sentenced to
rison terms ranging from one year
Sixty-seven of those, I un-/
rstand, are yet in prison serving the
ser Twalve imen, likéwise

3

e

nced to  death.
3 ecut



h. ! g {public opinion. Your ’“dﬁ'i)-g);r'flz;ﬁitg?'
i mit to you the testimony ‘_’f‘ knocks at your door. Reject it, and
some of those 07 convicts who Werelthe hrand i8 on your brow. Accept
brought from their cells in the pe11111-.._p_‘ and instead of the brand, it is the
Htentidry to testify in the trial of © .:{-‘_ crown.

case before the j}lm‘eme‘ court. oLl By  pbirfh add rearing I am. &

» o ) A
§ A otansas, Sylkes Wox thus testiftedi bvrinconrian, “born  of  Keniuck
| T pleaded guilly to second degree |parants.  Being of the same Stbcli‘

hecause they compelled me to: do i-t'_ and  traditions with the pecople off
I didn’t know any other way—plead | s sliarens;, T have not Lhel sl?ghtest ;

suilty or go to the electric chair. . . lfecling of Hostility towards t
I‘tegﬁiﬁed the way I d;c;. ?efore he-ton the c=0ntrary,' o([,;lw;;?rﬂ; t}llfi};lfoﬁig
| éause I was whipped up to it. I ha¥velgolicitude that they with you may
{he signs, the marks of it right |yise in maral courage to. meet this
Yare, ... . Tney took Ine out of tHelash nnd stand not in disgrace but in
! jails and into & lower room 1in this Monor before the world, Just and
Ihouss . . . and whipped me With alfiumane dealing will G st L
styap, which must hawve had some- Tfn.or PR s e e e e’sncic;
bhidg on it; it burnt me every ek |osred: o mutuany J)rdﬁ,t:.wle co-
He would say, Yoy kpow so and S0, paberation of the races, security and
and T would say, ‘Yes, sit’ ... T dOD'tikanpiness for the white race, sood-
[Enow how many licks they hit me Feill and useful service from fhe
mo more than about 166. I had to 18y laglored. race, with prosperity and ad-
‘on my stomach about ﬁye days. vancement as its reward. But be'y(;nd
John Martin thus testified: i these ends is the end above évery
' “T was made to say what I.did.  Tlgther——justice for justice’s sake
L was whipped awflul b&d, and t:h_ey Cills: s i : i
tofd me if I’ didw't ackhowledse that| | e T e P
'T had a gun there, they were E’Oi“g‘:x.gl Dedy, HeL svemi . pulgic o in
it put more obIme. "J;_;hey "h‘sld_ done 2 lt-\anbft"” i Wha,_tsoever crosd, will
[xrhipped me so T could hardly sit'up, ‘F the Sundays to intervene hefore the
I was raw. Onetgf the sfraps they’ M‘"XL th}u awflul execltion, preach
| Whipped me with had £gppér or hrass fl?t i rely the gospel of mercy, hut
Sn the end of it. . . . Liaye the marks the eternal law of righteousness with |
aeross my buck nows I they had }{t_s sure concomitant of divine retribu-
d tipped e deain o those sereldson . asi | procigitmed by’ all = the |
| places I couldn't have stood it. They brophets of God and writ large in ||
| Hent me up fo and were beating other buman history. The sin of silence
| people, that I had to say something Fm‘m not he condoned in a preacher
H another to keep them EFrom  beating ;!_D.f the gospel in Arkansas at this
.6 to death. . .. I am b4 years old. 1 Emoe Sl
was never in any trouble before this b I h_a.ve written this as an open letter
trotible.” ‘hat it miight fe an appeal as well to
So runs the testimeny of witness the people of your state,. to their
lafter witness—testimony T would ac=-hristian conscience, their justi

 perid upon it. Can this be called ajVould that they might encourage
‘tFal in a court of justwe?. In.any|ou to rightful dctiott by petitions
other country, as Turkey or Russia, Jrithout number, signed by every
‘we would give it anether nasre. erson in the state who revolts at
Your excellency, I makz this apreal i2gal murder. 4

fo you in the confidence that it will| In a book' which your people re-
be considered as made in the spiritjere it is Written:

of respect and duty. I have no dis-} "Thou shalt not wrest judgment:
position to doubt your courage, your jfiou shalt. not respect persons,
. integrity, or your force of character. beither take ua. gift: for a gift doth
| T seek but as a fellow-citizen to en-|lind the eyes of the wise, and-pervert’
éourage you to a heroic duty. There fle words of the righteous. That}
il be two voices commanding yafito |fhich is altogether just shalt thou’
| contrary courses: one the voica of the I5llow, that thou mayest live, and in-
tempter of all men to pursue the |erit the laWd whiech the Liord thy
policy of coimpromigse and submission jtod giveth thee.’

LA i )

Y cept as infallibly true, did my lifs de- [oving spirit, their humane instincts. i

o
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fo the ill-guided multitude. Pontiusj That command is older by thous-.
Pilate, delivering the innocent Man {ands of years than magna charta and
of Galilee to the mob for ertcifixion |our federal constitution, and is still
. and Barabbas the robler to freedom | valid. TIs it possible that, 19 centuries
!is the type of the doward who inherits|after’ Calvary, a crime like that of
the contempt—-and the bity——of nlan-| €alvary is to be Comimitted in a land
kind, by the side of the betrayer, where  the Bible  is i an opgn ang
Jiudas Iscariot. revered bhook, and the people are of
i The Still Small Veice the stock that has led the world in
Then there is the “still small civilization? Almighty God forbid!
voite,’ never té be silenced. It bids| If there ig aty misstatement or mis-
you stand for the eternal Fight dgminstirepresentation in this letter I shall
iall consequence, stand as a cham- gladly welcome correction as vindicat-
pion of human nature, a vindicator of ing, so far, the imperilled honerfcf a
' human dignity:. Such is your sub- state. :
‘lime o¢pportunity. The eyes of the Yours respectfully,
lworld would tirn upon you ifn ad- . ROBERT T: KERLIN.
' miiration did youw aet with  manirest ;
justice, witli Theroic virtwe, in thifizsess

~ case, I beseech you to heed the “still WaéN;i;i: Wé;ned :

“small voice.” X i
Yon have appointed June the 10th a 0 : er in

25 the date of execution for those six S C E K ]

@ men, Until that day they: have a ys 2

~.respite to prepare for their apbearing

_hefore the throne of the Tudge of :1.1? Dismlssede N instrUGter
he earth. . The same respite have f : i

ot for you, too, though ia the stesh,  Gives His Side Of Controv-
hall that day stand before tlie throner - .

t Almighty God, to bs judged. It ersy With Directors

s not mine to declare ithe oracles of

_(6d, bt this is my profoundest evn-  Lexington, Vu. Aua. 26.—Colonel
iction, that God is testing men 4n Robert T. Kerlin, of the Virginia Mili-

day about the correctness of the state-

1t this testi Yot might well deetn ! 2
i ‘iment in a Richmond dispatch appear-

“yourself the most forrurite and
_ honered of men. Heaven itsel? hus .
 appointed you for this rederuptive | nesday, that the hoard of wvisitors at
lact. Mo thrust it aside were to deny its June mecting “suspended action
of an atheist. \with the understanding that he would
|1jefra.in from such  activities (inter-
Pat racial) in the future,” said there was
eredte labsolutely no basis for such a state-
ment. The guestion ¢f his future ac-
ivities, h d, 5

is 1ife, and that upon you he has tary Institute faculty, when asked to-|

ing in the Lynchhurg News of Wed- |
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- KERLIN =
1. "The Voice of the Negro". The tendency of this boouk
wag to sreate race prejudice as well as race animosity.

g, Repeated addresses befors various societies in various
cities.

B Letter to the Covernor of Arkansas.
4, Protests of citigens of Arkansas.

B« Appeavance before the Board of Visitors at their June
meeting, 198&&

6., Vieit to Detroit immediately following this meotiug where
he addressed a radical negro organization.

Proteata of alumni in Detroit.

8. Meeting of the Board in August, 1920, before which he
appeared iu his own defense.

9. Dismissal, August 20%h, 19% by the Joard of Vieitors
agsembled in Richmond.. 1 ,

10, Paid his salary to January lat, 19§§, and allowed the
uge of his quarters till March lst, 192& ; :

1l. Brought suit for demages still pending.

i, Lectured in Mynbhbur&. Patersburg, lorfolk and Richmond _
in the spring of 1988 to nesrces in negro churches. b

13, Whatever aympathy hic cage may have aroused has beon disei-
pated both here and in these centres by his radical ultereances.

14, Loft Lexington in ¢eytember' 1984, and aooaptad a position
as Professor of Bnglish in the Yigh Ochool at West Chester, DPenna.
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